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The Sandhills Horticultural Society - dedicated to the support of  the Sandhills Horticultural Gardens since 1987.
Please help the Gardens grow by becoming a Society member.

A new children’s gar-
den will be the 
next addition to the 

Sandhills Horticultural Gar-
dens.  It will be located next 
to the Victor & Margaret Ball 
Garden Visitors Center. This 
will be an interactive children’s 
garden designed to promote 
natural play with plants and 
gardening.

One of  our Landscape Gar-
dening program graduates, who 
attended NC State University 
after SCC, approached us to 
see if  we had an opportunity 
for a design he could use as his 
senior project. Josh Richardson 
(Class of  2006) wanted to give 
something back to the program 
of  which he had been a part. 

Josh spent last semester 
travelling back and forth from 
Raleigh, working with us at 
the site. We revisited a previous 
design that had been put forth, 
incorporated ideas from it, and 
envisioned new ones.

The finished design was 
presented in December and 
it was everything we wanted, 
and more. The areas of natural 
play and discovery will allow 
children to imagine, create and 
participate in a garden setting.   
Some of the sections are an 
open play area, a messy material 
area, and a cabin for pretend 
play with amphitheatre seating, 

an interactive water feature 
and an art area. Josh made a 
special effort to incorporate a 
considerable amount of plant 
material.  

This garden will be handicap 
accessible and will include raised 

planting beds for easy access.  
The design is undoubtedly 

a garden — not a playground. 
Josh's plan is exactly as we had 
hoped it would be.  

The garden construction will 
be financially supported by a 
gift from the Hoad family and 
should begin in early 2012. We 
anticipate it taking a year or less 
to complete. The garden will 
be called The Hoad Children’s 
Garden.   

Because of the generosity of  
donors like the Hoad family, our 
gardens continue to grow and 
expose the Landscape Gardening 

students to new experiences and 
opportunities. This is one of the 
reasons our program is one of  
the most highly acclaimed in the 
nation.

The Hoad Children’s Garden 
will be an additional reason to 

come visit the gardens. Maybe 
you can bring a few children with 
you and introduce them to the 
world of landscape gardening.

Our New Hoad Children’s Garden
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Spring Garden Tips . . .
_ After the chance of  frost, move your interior  
 plants outside to a shaded area of  your garden.

_ Apply preemergent herbicide on warm   
 season turf.

_ Plant summer annuals after the chance of  frost  
 has passed.

_ Prune hybrid tea roses for open center and   
 strong cane production.

_ Prune early spring blooming shrubs after they  
 have bloomed.

_ Begin a fertilization program for trees and   
 shrubs.

_ Plant cool season vegetables.



Children will certainly feel welcome in the Sandhills 
Horticultural Gardens now more than ever. Not only will 

we have the new Hoad Children’s Garden, there has been a 
renovation of  the Children’s Vegetable Garden. This is due to 
the generous support of  the Bea O’Rand family.

The Children’s Vegetable Garden has seen the removal of  all 
existing wood frame beds and the building of  new permanent 
planters in this garden. Since we are committed to keeping this 
vegetable garden pesticide-free, we chose to build planters out 
of  concrete pavers in lieu of  treated lumber. We also raised the 
planters so children can help plant them as well as spend time 
working with the plants. There are now ten raised beds that will 
contain a variety of  vegetables. We constructed two additional 
beds and these will be planted with asparagus. 

Our permanent asparagus crop will accompany the blueberries 
and espaliered apples, which are already growing in this garden. 

Early spring plantings will include seed crops such as carrots 
and shallots. Vegetative crops such as spinach, broccoli and 
lettuce should make their arrival very soon. 

We also have plans to change out the irrigation system to a 
more water-conserving drip system. 

The entire Children’s Vegetable Garden will be a pesticide-
free; no chemicals of  any kind will be used.  We plan to control 
the weeds either by hand pulling or hoeing. This may be a 
challenge for our students, but it is one we are looking forward to 
teaching them how to manage in such a garden.

Some of  the more familiar items from this garden will still be 
seen. These include the Praying Mantis sculpture, the birdbath 
and the compost bins. Our rebar tunnel will be placed into the 
middle of  the garden and has been brightly painted. It will soon 
be seen growing early garden peas. We hope to install a water 
feature this summer. 

We hope you will plan to visit the renovated Children’s 
Vegetable Garden. Maybe you can bring a child with you 
periodically and watch the progress throughout the growing 
seasons or do as I do and bring the child inside of  you along!

 

The Bea O’Rand Children’s 
Vegetable Garden

What is Blooming?
Johanna Westmen

Dee Johnson

Starting around November 1 through the end of  March, 
people are always asking, “Is there anything to see in the 

Gardens?”  Being a plant addict, I can always find something 
of  interest, but most people think in terms of  blooms. If  you 
are looking for blooms, I can almost always find something 
blooming in the Gardens. 

One of  the 
long-term bloom-
ing plants in the 
Gardens are our 
camellias. Ca-
mellias are origi-
nally from China 
and Japan. They 
bloom fall, winter 
and into spring. 

We grow two types of  camellias. The Japanese Camellia  
(Camellia japonica) is best grown in shade and will produce 
blooms from late winter until spring. The Sasanqua Camel-
lia (Camellia sasanqua) primarily blooms in the fall and can be 
grown in sunnier locations. 

Blooms can be single or double, with sizes up to 5 inches 
in diameter. Camellias range in color from white, many shades 
of  pinks and reds as well as variegated. Open blooms can be 
hurt when temperatures fall quickly, but generally, there are 
additional buds that have not opened and remain undamaged.

Camellias must have well-drained soil and are listed as 
growing in USDA Hardiness Zones 7 and 8. Some new hybrids 
have been developed that are hardy in Zone 6. 

Pruning should be done after blooming. Pruning at other 
times will not hurt the plant, but will reduce blooms the coming 
season. Large, overgrown camellias can be severely pruned for 
renovation or trimmed into tree forms (remove lower branches 
and shape the top into a more rounded habit). Camellias can 
even be trained into more form-training such as espalier.

With the hundreds of  varieties available, you should be able 
to find one that works for your landscape and microclimate. By 
choosing different varieties, you can lengthen the bloom time 
in your garden and enjoy cut flowers indoors throughout the 
winter.

Students working on raised beds Garden

Camellia Cultivars to look for in the  
Sandhills Horticultural Gardens
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Pink Perfection

Mine-No-Yuki

Professor Sargent
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Shishi-Gashira
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Camellia japonica ‘Mathotiana’

Sandhills Horticultural Society
2 0 1 2  E V E N T S 

March 17 through May 23rd  
Art in the Gardens  Sculptures 
by artists from North Carolina 
will be displayed in the beautiful 
garden setting of  Sandhills 
Horticultural Gardens of  
Sandhills Community College.  
Sculptures will be for sale with a 
percentage going to the gardens.

A p r i l  2 1 s t   ( S a t u r d a y ) 
Sandhills Horticultural Society 
Plant Sale.  The Sandhills 
Horticultural Society will hold 
its spring plant sale from 8 AM 
to noon.  Perennials, woody 
plants and lilies will be for sale 
at the new horticultural building 
area (Steed Hall) of  Sandhills 

Community College.  For information or to per-order call 910-
246-4959.

May 5, 2012 (Saturday) Creating a Herb Container Garden 
Workshop. 10 AM  This will be a make it and take it workshop.  
Participants will learn how to grow herbs and then make a herb 
container garden to take home.  All materials will be supplied.  
Linda Hamwi "The Plant Diva" will be the instructor.  Cost: $25 
Horticultural Society members-$30 non-members – Sandhills 
Community College, Steed Hall/Stephens Laboratory. Contact 
Tricia Mabe at 910- 695-3882 to register.   Space is limited to 30 
participants.  Pre-payment required to secure your registration.

May 18, 2012 (Friday) Growing Hydrangeas - Hydrangea 
expert Josh Kardos of  Plant Introductions, Inc. in Watkinsville, 
GA. will discuss the care, pruning & propagation of  hydrangeas.  
10 AM - Sandhills Horticultural Gardens - Ball Visitors Center 
of  Sandhills Community College.   Free - sponsored by the 
Sandhills Horticultural Society and the Sandhills Council of  
Garden Clubs.  Seating limited - only those with a reservation 
will be seated.  Contact Tricia Mabe at 910- 695-3882 to make a 
reservation. Hydrangeas & Perennials will be for sale after.

June 30, 2012 (Saturday) Cooking with Herbs.  10:30 AM to 
12 Noon - Sandhills Horticultural Gardens - Ball Visitors Center.  
In conjunction with learning to grow herbs (May workshop) this 
workshop by Shawna Smith will teach you how to use the herbs 
in cooking.   Learn about which herbs go best with what food 
then sample several dishes prepared that morning by Shawna 
using the herbs grown.   Recipes will be handed out.  $5.00 
Horticultural Society members - $10 non -members.  Contact 
Tricia Mabe at 910- 695-3882.  Pre-payment required to secure 
your registration.

July 7, 2012  (Saturday) 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM  Taking Better 
Photographs in the Garden  Sandhills Horticultural Gardens 
- Ball Visitors Center. Photographer Laura Gingerich will lead 
you from a drab snapshot to a stunning photograph by better 
understanding the modes, symbols and dials on your digital 
camera. We will discuss composition, colors, close ups and 
landscapes so you can better capture the image that is in your 
minds-eye.  We will have plenty of  time to practice in the world 
renowned Sandhills Community College Horticultural Gardens 
so please dress accordingly. No experience necessary just a 
willingness to better capture Mother Nature.  
$10.00 Horticultural Society members - $15 non -members.  
Space is very limited. Contact Tricia Mabe at 910- 695-3882.  
Pre-payment required to secure your reservation. Please bring 
your digital camera (preferably new within the last four years) 
with a good charged battery, a small pad & pencil. 

Aldena Fry presented our first 
workshop of  2012
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