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Instructions
Faculty, please use the following template for your course. You may add additional information, but you should include the following information. Please replace the course description and other materials used as an example with your own information. Be sure that you follow the Course Syllabus Guidelines and Template published online at www.sandhills.edu/faculty-staff/syllabus/. Your syllabus should begin with a title similar to the one shown below. Be sure to remove these instructions and the “Course Syllabus” title above.
ENG 231-N01 American Literature I
Department of English and Humanities

Spring 2011
Course Description 

ENG 231 American Literature I (3 credit hours / 3 contact hours)
Section N01
Prerequisites:
ENG 112, 113, or 114

Corequisites:
None

This course covers selected works in American literature from its beginnings to 1865. Emphasis is placed on historical background, cultural context, and literary analysis of selected prose, poetry, and drama. Upon completion, students should be able to interpret, analyze, and respond to literary works in their historical and cultural contexts. This course has been approved to satisfy the Comprehensive Articulation Agreement general education core requirement in humanities/fine arts.
Faculty Information 

Professor: 
Tanya Smith 

Office Location: 
300 Blue Hall

Office Hours: 
10:00-10:50 AM, M-F

Telephone: 
(910) 695-3888

Email: 
smitht@sandhills.edu

Major Course Goals 
Upon successful completion of the course, the student will have done the following:

1. Analyzed the poetry, drama, and fiction of early American literature to the Civil War. 

2. Identified historical and cultural influences on American literature of the period from its beginnings to 1865. 

3. Analyzed the major forms of the period, showing how they are related to earlier and later forms. 

4. Composed coherent essays about American literature using textual evidence. 

5. Composed a research paper about American literature using primary and secondary sources. 

More specific objectives for each module of study will be distributed in class.

General Education 
Students who are successful will improve in the following general education areas: Reading, writing, oral communication, mathematical skills, basic use of computers, problem solving, critical thinking, and cooperating with others. 

Required Course Materials 

Textbooks
The American Tradition in Literature: Shorter Edition in One Volume. Eds. Perkins and Perkins. 11th ed. New York: McGraw-Hill, 2007. ISBN: 13: 978-0-07-312373-8 (pbk).

Recommended Materials
Fowler, H. Ramsey, and Jane Aaron, eds. The Little, Brown Handbook. 10th ed. New York: Addison, Wesley, Longman, 2007. ISBN: 0-321-38951-4. Since your required essays and research paper will use the MLA documentation style, you may want to purchase a copy of The Little, Brown Handbook. The handbook contains examples of essays and research papers written in the required MLA style.

GRADING POLICIES 

Grading Scale
Your final grade will be based on the following scale:

A=100-93; B=92-85; C=84-77; D=76-70; F=69-0

Areas of Assessment
Your final course grade will be based upon the following weights for categories of assessments. 

· Discussion forums and weekly course participation 20% 

· Essays 30% 

· Research paper 20% 

· Short quizzes on reading assignments 10% 

· Midterm and final exams 20%

Academic Integrity
In addition to good academic performance, students should exhibit honesty and integrity. If there is any question that academic honesty and integrity are not honored, students may be required to redo assignments in the presence of an instructor-selected monitor. Proof of dishonesty, including plagiarism, will make students subject to disciplinary action. Please see the "SCC Policy Statements" below for more information.

Access/Disability Policy
Please consult the "SCC Policy Statements" below for more information.

Attendance Policies 

The state auditor requires that the instructor be able to demonstrate that students are participating in the course on a regular basis. All assignments should be completed by the assigned due dates, including reading assignments, discussion forum assignments, writing assignments, quizzes, and exams. Late work will be penalized 5 points for each day up to two days. Although you are not required to login to the course at a specific hour and time, you must be active in the course site on a weekly basis. You should not wait until the last day an assignment is due to login to the course that week. Discussion forum assignments may require participation 2-3 times during a week. Furthermore, announcements will be posted on the home page of the course on a weekly basis with advice about completing assignments or on assessment of your work. Work submitted more than two days after a due date will receive a grade of 0. No late work will be accepted during the last week of classes. 

· Adding and Dropping Courses: A student may add a course with permission of the advisor through the second day of the semester. After that point, permission of the advisor and the instructor is needed in order to add a course. A student may drop a course at any time during the first eight weeks (or halfway through a summer session) of the semester by completing an official drop form, obtaining the signatures of the advisor and the instructor, and filing the form with the registrar. Students who stop attending class without officially dropping the course may receive a failing grade in the course.

· Withdrawal from a Course, Program, or the College: Emergency situations may arise after the no-penalty drop period whereby students must leave involuntarily. In this case, the student may withdraw from the course by completing a withdrawal form. The student must secure the instructor's signature on the withdrawal form. This form must be completed and filed with the registrar. Students who are passing at the time of withdrawal may receive a grade of WP. Students who are failing at the time of withdrawal may receive a grade of FW. Students who stop attending class without officially withdrawing from the course may receive a failing grade in the course. 

· Instructor-Initiated Drop or Withdrawal: An instructor may drop or withdraw a student from a course if the student stops attending class or fails to complete two consecutive assignments or the preliminary research paper assignments.

Course Schedule
This is an overview of the plan of study for this semester. A more specific “Schedule of Assignments” and deadlines for each module of study will be distributed in class. 

· Module 1: Colonial Literature I, Weeks 1-2 

· Module 2: Colonial Literature II, Weeks 3-4 

· Module 3: Reason and Revolution I, Weeks 5-6 

· Module 4: Reason and Revolution II, Weeks 7-8 

· Module 5: Romanticism I, Weeks 9-10 

· Module 6: Romanticism II, Weeks 11-13 

· Module 7: Civil War Literature, Weeks 14-15 

· Review and Final Exam: Week 16 

Sandhills Community College Policy Statements
Use the link below to read a summary for students of various policies and services listed in the Sandhills Community College General Catalog:

http://www.sandhills.edu/faculty-staff/syllabus/sccpolicystatements.html
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